
YOUNG ADULT HISTORICAL FICTION 
READS 

HISTORY DOESN’T HAVE TO BE 
BORING…….. 

Historical Fiction in Young Adult literature: 

Check out these historical fiction titles in YA.  Click on the book image 

to link to the library catalog. 

We want to hear what you hold as a historical fiction YA book.  Email 

us at Mwhittington@Lmxac.org to let us know what’s on your historical 

fiction list. 

 

The book thief 

Abstract:  
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates 
the story of Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and 
story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they 
are hiding, as well as their neighbors. 
 

Image taken from https://images-na.ssl-images-
amazon.com/images/I/41O57bULyPL._SX331_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg 
 

 

                                                                                                                    

A Wish After Midnight 

Abstract:  
Genna Colon desperately wants to escape from a drug-infested 
world of poverty, and every day she wishes for a different life. One 
day Genna's wish is granted and she is instantly transported back to 
Civil War-era Brooklyn. 
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Clockwork Angel 

Abstract:  
When sixteen-year-old orphan Tessa Fell's older brother suddenly 
vanishes, her search for him leads her into Victorian-era London's 
dangerous supernatural underworld, and when she discovers that she 
herself is a Downworlder, she must learn to trust the demon-killing 
Shadowhunters if she ever wants to learn to control her powers and 
find her brother. 
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Hidden Roots 

Abstract:  
Although he is uncertain why his father is so angry and what secret his 
mother is keeping from him, eleven-year-old Sonny knows that he is 
different from his classmates in their small New York town. 
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Dead End in Norvelt 

Abstract:  
In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Jack 
Gantos spends the summer of 1962 grounded for various offenses 
until he is assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a most unusual 
chore involving the newly dead, molten wax, twisted promises, Girl 
Scout cookies, underage driving, lessons from history, typewriting, and 
countless bloody noses. 
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